PARADISE  LOST

a station at Hetre-a-l'Image in the middle of a wood, and thus
interrupting my longest pause by a short and wholly useless stop, it
seemed to me that a strange ana alarming dissonance had been
brought into my life.

The first day that I spent at the Lycee of Rouen was marred by a
small but distressing incident that made so deep an impression that
I should not consider it honest to omit it from this narrative. At
that time it was the custom to begin the academic year by a mass
called the Mass of the Holy Ghost, celebrated in the beautiful chapel
of the Lycee, which had once been a Jesuit College; the purpose of
this mass was to invoke the benediction of the Holy Spirit upon die
labours of the students. A few minutes before the ceremony the
Head Usher called us together in the grand courtyard and said:
'Let the dissenters withdraw!'

The dissenters were the Protestants and the Israelites.   About
twenty Protestants and three or four Jews stepped out of the ranks.
'The others,' the Head Usher went on, 'will form in a column of
twos and follow me into the chapel ...'

There was the prolonged sound of tramping feet and the student
body disappeared into a vaulted passage-way. Our little group
remained alone beneath the trees, disconsolate and with nothing to.
say. From the nearby chapel rose the music of the organ mag-
nificently played by my master Dupre, and the murmured responses.
We strolled in melancholy beneath the chestnut trees of die court-
yard. We felt ourselves separated for an hour's time, on a solemn
occasion, from a community which was, after all, our community,
and we were unhappy, -very unhappy, without knowing why.

Except for that one painful hour I fell in love at once with my
new school The beautiful Court of Honour, framed by symmetrical
grey buildings constructed by the Jesuits in the seventeenth century,
the Latin inscriptions which ornamented the front of the sundial
and the pedestal of the statue of Corneille, the drum that-rolled out
trom the head of the stairs at five minutes to eight, the ranks which
immediately formed two by two, this rigour, this discipline gave
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